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the zeal and energy with which it has been so far conducted will be maintained.
Serious and excellent work has been done in the districts where societies have been formed. Their effect is noticeable already in the lowering of the rate of interest of the village money-lenders, and also in the moral and material improvement of the community. Co-operation has, however merely touched the fringe of agricultural indebtedness ; and it cannot claim to have made any appreciable impression on this vast Province as a whole. It has been necessary to proceed cautiously and to confine work to certain selected areas. The aim is to produce an organisation in which isolated societies,, in compact areas in different parts of a District., will be grouped into local unions for the purpose of financial control, and then to link these unions to a Central Bank at District head-quarters. Ultimately it may be possible to establish a provincial bank to which the District banks will be affiliated. Some such system is necessary to enable the movement to stand alone, without Government support.
Such an ideal can only be achieved by an organisation of voluntary workers all over the Province. Mr. Gourlay has been most successful in securing the co-operation of such workers. There is perhaps no work in India that will conduce more to the elevation of the people generally and to the improvement of their economic condition. As Lieutenant-Gover-nor of Bengal it was my privilege to acknowledge most devoted and effective service rendered in this matter by one or two of the most influential European merchants, by some of the most devoted and successful missionaries, and by many Indian gentlemen of position and capacity. There is no work that I can commend more cordially and more confidently to those who seek the good of the most important sections of the Indian peoples.
A good friend of mine, who has. studied the subject as much as any man in India., estimates the indebtedness of the agricultural community in India at five hundred millions sterling.